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Beneath the serene surface of Winterthur’s ponds, an unexpected sight catches the eye—vibrant flashes of orange. Except in
our two picturesque koi ponds, these colorful flashes are unlikely to be fish. Rather, they are part of a pioneering initiative
aimed at taming algae proliferation across the nearly 1,000-acre estate.

Kevin Braun, supervisor of arboriculture and natural lands at Winterthur, and his team put barley hay into orange-colored
onion bags and anchored them to cinder blocks. The buoyant bags hover about six inches below the ponds’ surface.

That makes them easy to spot.

Orange bags of barley hay can be seen below the surface of ponds at Winterthur as part of a new attempt to stop algae growth.

“The idea is that as the hay breaks down, a chemical reaction happens that will hopefully stop algae growth,” Braun explained.
“The bags need to be exposed to the sun to decompose, which is why they cannot be too deep.”

The Penn State Extension says barley straw doesn’t kill existing algae but appears to inhibit the new growth of algae.

“The exact mechanism is poorly understood, but it seems that barley straw, when exposed to sunlight and in the presence of
oxygen, produces a chemical that inhibits algae growth,” according to the Extension. As part of Penn State, the Extension
delivers unbiased, scientifically proven, evidence-based information to individuals, businesses, and communities anywhere.
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So… is this method working at Winterthur?

The air and water temps are still too low for us to know.

We’ll check back later in the season!
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Library
The library is open for drop-in visits and general browsing Monday-Friday, 9:00 am-4:00 pm. The use of special collections
(rare books, manuscripts, and archives) is by appointment only, Monday-Friday, 10:00 am-4:00 pm. Please email
reference@winterthur.org or call 302-888-4631 to make an appointment at least 24 hours in advance of your visit.

Seasonal Closure
January 6 – March 1 Become a Member and enjoy daily dawn to dusk access to the grounds.

Spring, Summer & Fall
Tuesday–Sunday, 10:00 AM-5:00 PM

During Yuletide
Monday–Sunday, 10:00 AM-5:00 PM

Winterthur Museum, Garden & Library
5105 Kennett Pike
Winterthur, Delaware 19735

800.448.3883

Dedicated to inspiring exploration of American culture and landscapes

Hours & Accessibility

Mailing Address

Weddings & Events»

Join Our Team»

News & Press»

© Copyright 2020 - 2025. Winterthur. All Rights Reserved.

Contact Us Suggestion Box Site Map Photo & Video Policy

This organization is supported, in part, by a grant from the Delaware Division of the Arts, a state agency, in partnership with the

National Endowment for the Arts. The Division promotes Delaware arts events on www.DelawareScene.com.



Hours Tickets Calendar Dining Directions

1/18/25, 9:18 PM Battling Algae with a Splash of Color - Winterthur Museum, Garden & Library

https://www.winterthur.org/battling-algae/ 4/4

https://www.winterthur.org/membership/
javascript:void(0);
mailto:reference@winterthur.org
tel:302-888-4631
https://www.winterthur.org/membership/
https://www.winterthur.org/weddings-and-events/
https://www.winterthur.org/join-our-team/
https://www.winterthur.org/news-press/
https://www.winterthur.org/
https://www.winterthur.org/contact-us/
https://www.winterthur.org/suggestion-box/
https://www.winterthur.org/site-map/
https://www.winterthur.org/filming-and-photography/
https://arts.delaware.gov/
https://www.arts.gov/
https://www.delawarescene.com/
https://www.winterthur.org/
javascript:void(0);
https://www.winterthur.org/view-hours/
https://my.winterthur.org/events?promo=
https://www.winterthur.org/calendar/
https://www.winterthur.org/dining-options/
https://www.winterthur.org/get-directions/

