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Delaina Jolley has always felt like an artist. “I remember being five and saying my career would be as an artist,” she recalled
recently. “My mom, Yvonne, is an artist. She did a lot of portraits. So, I’ve always been an artist, but now I am learning how to
be a working, professional artist,” said Delaina, now 23.

Growing up in Newark, Delaware, Delaina spent hours looking through books just for the illustrations, creating her own mini-
comics, and thriving in her art classes.

“This passion led me to attend the Pennsylvania College of Art & Design, where I graduated in May of 2022 with a Bachelor of
Fine Arts degree, majoring in illustration,” Delaina said. “I learned not only how to be an artist and designer but also the
importance of using my work to create positive changes in my community and those around me.”

Delaina will be one of the more than 100 artists, musicians, and vendors featured in Winterthur’s Artisan Market on July 15
and 16. She received an Artisan Market grant to participate. The grants encourage emerging artists and start-up businesses to
take part in the event.

“Receiving this grant means that the first step in my career as an artist starts in my home state,” said Delaina, an admissions
counselor at Delaware College of Art and Design in Wilmington. “This will be my first time creating my own booth and
showcasing my own work. I’m just excited about being around other artists, designers, and artisans. This is kind of like my
first rodeo.”

Receiving the grant is also about serving as an example to artisans who, like her, are just starting out. As she explains, “I can
show other young local artists that they can take chances, create what they love, and even sell their work, too.”
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Artist Delaina Jolley (photo courtesy of Nick Gould Photography team)

Check out Delaina’s work at her website: https://www.delainajolley.com/

“I enjoy incorporating portraits with bold colors and abstract shapes, and a lot of my work includes writing, lyrics, and songs,”
Delaina said. “Sometimes I just want to convey what I am feeling, and sometimes I am inspired by different songs, quotes, or
people. I recently did a portrait of (poet, author, and activist) Amanda Gorman.”
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“Amanda Gorman” by Delaina Jolley

Delaina said her work has two different sides – catching people’s attention with color and raising awareness about broader
issues.

“Sometimes there is the pressure of having to create a finished piece. But sometimes you just need to take out your
sketchbook and just draw. Sometimes I just need something to do that’s not being on my phone. I just want to sit and let my
mind be free. It helps with my mental wellness.”

Maintaining a schedule of creation is key to succeeding as an artist, Delaina said.

“That starts you on a path to success,” she said. “Being able to continue to communicate through my work is a big thing. If I
need to communicate something, I need to do it through art.”

In addition to selling her own work, Delaina has ambitions to become a creative director, leading projects through a creative
process.

“I would love to do book covers as well,” she said. “If I could get my art on a book cover, that would be something amazing.”
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Self-portrait by Delaina Jolley
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Library
The library is open for drop-in visits and general browsing Monday-Friday, 9:00 am-4:00 pm. The use of special collections
(rare books, manuscripts, and archives) is by appointment only, Monday-Friday, 10:00 am-4:00 pm. Please email
reference@winterthur.org or call 302-888-4631 to make an appointment at least 24 hours in advance of your visit.

Seasonal Closure
January 6 – March 1 Become a Member and enjoy daily dawn to dusk access to the grounds.

Spring, Summer & Fall
Tuesday–Sunday, 10:00 AM-5:00 PM

During Yuletide
Monday–Sunday, 10:00 AM-5:00 PM

Winterthur Museum, Garden & Library
5105 Kennett Pike
Winterthur, Delaware 19735

800.448.3883

Dedicated to inspiring exploration of American culture and landscapes
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